
 

What is the relationship between human 

beings and our planet? 
 

William Blake spoke of seeing “a world in a grain of sand, and a heaven in a wild 

flower.” A Shinto verse declares, “Even in a single leaf of a tree, or a tender blade of 

grass, the awe-inspiring Deity manifests Itself.” The natural world inspires, comforts 

and invigorates. Natural things are harmonious in form and function, uncomplicated in 

purpose, innocent and not self-conscious in giving of themselves. They point to a greater 

reality and eternal mystery of which we are only a part. In this way, the pure creation 

often offers a clearer window to the divine.1 

Nothing in the universe was conceived outside the heart of God. The movement 

of just one leaf holds within it the breathing of the universe. Reverend Moon observes, 

“God created the incomparable variety of nature, the sunrise, oceans, deserts and 

mountains, all with their distinct beauty, for our mutual delight and satisfaction… God’s 

hand has even touched every small blade of grass that grows in the field. All creatures 

we see contain God’s deep heart and tell the story of God’s deep love.”1 
The earth itself is therefore the most invaluable of resources entrusted to 

humanity. The environment has been a victim of recklessness. Centuries of human 

taking without giving back has dangerously compromised the resiliency of this 

benevolent provider. When we exploit nature and extract its treasures faster than they 

can be regenerated, we are in effect borrowing against the future.1 
People do not take care of or love the natural environment that God created. 

Because love became directed toward the self rather than toward God and others, 

humankind has had a tendency to use their creativity to take from the world rather than 

to give to it, stifling love and hurting the natural world.1 St. Paul said, “We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning…for the creation waits in eager expectation for the 

children of God to be revealed” (Romans 8:19-22). 

Each life form in the world seeks to connect itself with that which gives it the 

most love.2 Even mechanical things, like automobiles, seem to respond to their owner’s 

care. Computers have been known to go haywire when their users are frustrated or 

furious. A well-kept house will sparkle with warmth and comfort if it is cared for with 

love.1 
All creation is longing to receive and experience God’s love through men and 

women who have become one with God at the pinnacle of true love.3 

The shortcut to protecting nature is to develop a heart that loves nature. We need 

to feel the difference between the sound of spring rain falling like a soft whisper and that 

of the autumn rain falling with pops and crackles. It is only the person who enjoys 

resonance with nature who can be said to have a true character.2 

 



God gave this environment to humanity. It was His will that we use the 

environment to obtain food, to have it in abundance, and to experience the joy of living 

in the beauty of nature. Natural resources sustain us, so that we may live and love. As 

such, we are totally indebted to the natural world. The natural world gave rise to us and 

keeps us alive every minute. “The universe made you by donating itself,” says Reverend 

Moon. In relation to the natural world, every person is a debtor, whose awe and 

gratitude should inspire the desire to care for, love, nurture, and use the many precious 

gifts we have been given well. Caring for and acting upon the world through creativity 

are part of humankind’s responsibility—part of free will. God gave us the world. It is up 

to us what we do with it.1 

In his autobiography, Reverend Moon shares: “No matter how much commotion 

there may be in the world, when the calendar turns to March, spring is on its way. The 

older I become, the more it means to me that in nature spring follows winter and brings 

with it flowers in full bloom. What am I that God, in each season, allows the flowers to 

bloom and the snow to fall, so I might know the joy of being alive? Love wells up from 

within the deepest recesses of my heart, and I am overcome with emotion. I am moved 

to tears to think that everything of real value has been given to me freely.”2 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #9 

Nature is God’s gift to us and it is our 

responsibility to care for it. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: 

1) Open sharing 

2) Have you ever had an experience of this Principle in your life? Please share freely. 

 

Envisioning the week: How do you hope to see yourself in your attitude/thoughts/actions in 

this next week? 

 

 

 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 
3- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 
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“No matter how much commotion there may be in the world, when the calendar 

turns to March, spring is on its way. The older I become, the more it means to me that in 

nature spring follows winter and brings with it flowers in full bloom. What am I that 

God, in each season, allows the flowers to bloom and the snow to fall, so I might know 

the joy of being alive? Love wells up from within the deepest recesses of my heart, and I 

am overcome with emotion. I am moved to tears to think that everything of real value 

has been given to me freely.” - Rev. Sun Myung Moon2 
William Blake spoke of seeing “a world in a grain of sand, And a heaven in a wild 

flower.” A Shinto verse declares, “Even in a single leaf of a tree, or a tender blade of 

grass, the awe-inspiring Deity manifests Itself” (Urabe no Kanekuni). Even the smallest 

grain of sand contains the principles of the world, and even a speck of dust floating in 

the air contains the harmony of the universe. Everything around us was given birth 

through a combination of forces so complex we cannot even imagine it. Nothing in the 

universe was conceived outside the heart of God. The movement of just one leaf holds 

within it the breathing of the universe. 

The earth itself is therefore the most invaluable of resources entrusted to 

humanity, the extension of our priceless physical bodies. Yet just as the body is often 

abused, so the environment has been a victim of recklessness. Centuries of human 

taking without giving back has dangerously compromised the resiliency of this 

benevolent provider. When we exploit nature and extract its treasures faster than they 

can be regenerated, we are in effect borrowing against the future. 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 
3- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

 



People take care of things that belong to people they love. They do not, however, 

take care of or love the natural environment that God created. Because love became 

directed toward the self rather than toward God and others, humankind has had a 

tendency to use their creativity to take from the world rather than to give to it, stifling 

love and hurting the natural world. St. Paul said, “We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time” (Romans 8.22).  

God gave this environment to humanity. It was His will that we use the 

environment to obtain food, to have it in abundance, and to experience the joy of living 

in the beauty of nature. Natural resources sustain us, so that we may live and love. As 

such, we are totally indebted to the natural world. The natural world gave rise to us and 

keeps us alive every minute. “The universe made you by donating itself,” says Reverend 

Moon. In relation to the natural world, every person is a debtor, whose awe and 

gratitude should inspire the desire to care for, love, nurture, and use the many precious 

gifts we have been given well.1 
Each life form in the world seeks to connect itself with that which gives it the 

most love. So if you have something that you don’t truly love, then your possession or 

dominion is false and you will be forced to give it up.2 Even mechanical things, like 

automobiles, seem to respond to their owner’s care. Computers have been known to go 

haywire when their users are frustrated or furious. A well-kept house will sparkle with 

warmth and comfort if it is cared for with love.1 
All creation is longing to receive and 

experience God’s love through men and women who have become one with God at the 

pinnacle of true love.3 
The shortcut to protecting nature is to develop a heart that loves nature. We need 

to feel the difference between the sound of spring rain falling like a soft whisper and that 

of the autumn rain falling with pops and crackles. It is only the person who enjoys 

resonance with nature who can be said to have a true character.2 
 Whether in regards to work, money or the environment, the governing ethical 

principle of true co-creativity and loving dominion is simple: live for the benefit of 

others. This is true love. True love is responsible and caring action in any arena of life. 

Then, under human dominion, earth will reflect Heaven’s refulgence and abundance, 

and all things will be “made new” (Revelation 21.5). Caring for and acting upon the 

world through creativity are part of humankind’s responsibility—part of free will. God 

gave us the world. It is up to us what we do with it.1 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #9 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 
3- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

 



The natural world is God’s gift to us and it is 

our responsibility to care for it. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: 

1) Open sharing 

2) Have you ever had an experience of this Principle in your life? Please share freely. 

 

Envisioning the week: How do you hope to see yourself in your attitude/thoughts/actions in 

this next week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God created the incomparable variety of nature, the sunrise, oceans, deserts and mountains, all 
with their distinct beauty, for our mutual delight and satisfaction. SMM 
 
Natural resources sustain us, so that we may live and love. As such, we are totally indebted to 
the natural world. The natural world gave rise to us and keeps us alive every minute. “The 
universe made you by donating itself,” says Reverend Moon.3 In relation to the natural world, 
every person is a debtor, whose awe and gratitude should inspire the desire to care for, love, 
nurture, and use the many precious gifts we have been given well. 
 
 
Reverend Moon observes, “God’s hand has even touched every small blade of grass that grows 
in the field. All creatures we see contain God’s deep heart and tell the story of God’s deep 
love.”4 The natural world inspires, comforts and invigorates. Natural things are harmonious in 
form and function, uncomplicated in purpose, innocent and not self-conscious in giving of 
themselves. They point to a greater reality and eternal mystery of which we are only a part. In 
this way, the pure creation often offers a clearer window to the divine than the human 
community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 
3- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

 



“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” Genesis 1.28 
● The value of nature and our responsibility as God’s children to love and care for God’s 

creation 
● Nature respond to true love 
● God created universe with intention for love for humanity  
● Express His heart. 

 
selfishness that has been exploiting/destroying nature. We are not mature in heart. Using for own gain (I think 
we need more words on this selfishness part) then end with- God meant for us to take care of it. We have the 
responsibility to love and protect nature now.  
 
 

All beings desire true love. This is why human beings, as the lords of creation, 

should embrace and love all creatures, God’s masterpieces, and teach them how to love. 
 
 
 
 Nature is God’s creation and His gift to humankind. We must work quickly to awaken people to 
the preciousness of nature and the urgent need to restore it to the rich and free state it enjoyed 
at the time of Creation. (AAPLGC) 
 
 

Nature is given to us by God. God speaks to us through nature. It is a sin to destroy 
nature for the sake of a moment of enjoyment or an insignificant amount of money. The nature 
that we destroy eventually will make its way back to us in the form of poison and make life 
difficult for our descendants. (AAPLGC) 
 
 
 
 
Reverend Moon observes, “God’s hand has even touched every small blade of grass that grows in 

the field. All creatures we see contain God’s deep heart and tell the story of God’s deep love.”4 

The natural world inspires, comforts and invigorates. Natural things are harmonious in form 

and function, uncomplicated in purpose, innocent and not self-conscious in giving of 

themselves. They point to a greater reality and eternal mystery of which we are only a part. In 

this way, the pure creation often offers a clearer window to the divine than the human 

community.  
 
 
 
All expressions of our God-given creativity need to be directed by true love. This is what various 
religions call “stewardship.” As human beings, we “own” nothing. We are given the use of the 
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2- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 
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earth and the things in it for a certain time, but these are temporary gifts we should care for, 
polish, and pass on to others with more value than they had before we received them. Jesus 
considered the use and care of property, money, and nature to be significant enough to make it 
the theme of half of his parables and a sixth of all his recorded teachings.2 Stewardship was a 
major concern of this premier man of true love. 
 
 
 
We are impoverished when we draw too far away from the creation. “When a man moves away 
from nature his heart becomes hard” states a Lakota, Native American, expression. People 
commonly come to nature for renewal; this is why parks are so precious in cities and why 
monasteries are often in unspoiled settings. A counselor at a California county jail created an 
organic garden on land adjoining the jail for use in the rehabilitation of inmates. Due to the 
lessons they learn from nature, the recidivism rate of the gardeners is only one-fourth that of 
other inmates.7 Reverend Moon has called nature a textbook to learn about true love. 
 
The earth itself is therefore the most invaluable of resources entrusted to humanity, the 
extension of our priceless physical bodies. Yet just as the body is often abused, so the 
environment has been a victim of recklessness. Centuries of human taking without giving back 
has dangerously compromised the resiliency of this benevolent provider. 
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