
 

How can we build a peaceful world?  
 

Peace is a universal hope. A perennial rallying cry of political campaigns, a theme 

of the central holiday season in most parts of the world, a daily greeting between 

neighbors—“peace,” “shalom,” “salaam.” People pray for peace.1 

Yet these ideals seem ever more elusive, as international terrorism and ethnic 

clashes create global fear and chaos. Societies worldwide continue to suffer from grave 

problems such as hunger and poverty, corrupt leadership, racial and religious 

intolerance, violence, AIDS, drug and alcohol abuse, rampant environmental 

destruction, the profound crisis among youth and family breakdown. Reverend Moon 

says, “What is the cause of these problems? It almost always has to do with emotional 

issues that result from not having sound parents and brothers and sisters, and from 

unsound man-woman relationships. Where do we look for the clue to correct these 

destructive problems? It is in the family.” 

The 20th century demonstrated how dramatic improvements in science, 

technology and material prosperity can resolve some issues, but cannot ensure personal, 

familial and collective well-being. Unless the family crisis can be resolved, there will 

never be a basis for lasting peace.1 
Society is an organism with family as its cells. Let 

these building-blocks be healthy, and society will be healthy.2 Pope John Paul II states, 

“as the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in which we live.” 

Confucius continues, “To put the world right in order, we must put the nation in order. 

To put the nation in order, we must first put the family in order. To put the family in 

order, we must first set our hearts right.” Reverend Moon says that, “this is because a 

nation, even the world, is only as peaceful as individuals and families that comprise it.” 

Good family relationships are the cornerstone of the peaceful society. The future 

of human society lies in the quality of the love relationships experienced in the family.1 A 

child born from true love and raised in an environment of unconditional love is loved for 

who he is, because of his own unique value. When a person feels his value, he is able to 

value and love others.3 They will care for people in difficulty in the manner they learned 

in their home. People raised in loving relationships with their own brothers and sisters 

will go into society and share their caring hearts with their neighbors. People raised in 

love will look upon each person they meet in the world as a member of their own family. 

The experience of loving our brothers and sisters in the family teaches us how to love 

our fellow countrymen and love humanity. The family whose members love each other is 

a model of how humanity can live together in harmony.4  

The family is key to a loving and peaceful world. The loving, God-centered family 

raises good individuals and sets the pattern for relating to the larger family of humanity 

as brothers and sisters, children, parents, and married couples.1  
The Bible states: “Do 

 



not rebuke an older man but exhort him as you would a father; treat younger men like 

brothers, older women like mothers, younger women like sisters, all in purity (1 Timothy 

5:1-2). Buddha states, “to him in whom love dwells, the whole world is but one family.” 

When we see an old man on the street, we should respect him as our grandfather, When 

we see a middle-aged woman behind the cashier desk, we should treat her as we would 

our own mother or aunt; and when we see little children playing, we should feel concern 

for them as if they were our own younger brothers and sisters. We should embrace 

people of all races and nationalities as our own brothers and sisters.3  

The joy and love that we experience in our own family would naturally be 

extended to other families in our community and ultimately to the whole human family. 

In such a world all people would feel connected in heart, transcending nationality, race 

and language. In such a world can you imagine war, starvation, and crime?3 
In his autobiography, Reverend Moon shares: “I have lived my life without ever 

letting go of that hope and always kept alive the dream of peace. What I want is to wipe 

away completely the walls that divide the world and create a world of unity. I want to 

tear down the walls between religions and between races and fill in the gap between the 

rich and the poor. Once this is done, we can reestablish the world of peace that God 

created in the beginning. I am talking about a world where no one goes hungry and no 

one sheds tears. [The] reason the family is important is that it expands to become the 

world. The love in the family should overflow into the surrounding community. A true 

family is the basis for forming a true society, true nation, and true world.”4 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #8 

A loving family is the building block for a 

peaceful world.  

---------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: 

1) Open sharing 

2) Have you ever had an experience of this Principle in your life? Please share freely. 

 

Envisioning the week: How do you hope to see yourself in your attitude/thoughts/actions in 

this next week? 

 
 

 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character. If 

there is beauty in the character, there will be harmony in the home. If there is harmony 

in the home, there will be order in the nation. If there is order in the nation, there will be 

peace in the world”- from the Great Learning
 

 

Th e starting point toward a true family is the heart of love that treats strangers as 

family and shares with them.” APLGC 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



 

 

 

As our family experience develops our emotional intelligence, we are led closer to 

our perfect self. MJIL 

 

 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

There are millions of families in the world. Unless we are accustomed to proper 

relationships within the family, we cannot relate to the many different kinds of people 

harmoniously. People can develop a well-rounded, balanced character and be able to 

relate comfortably to any kind of person. Therefore, the family is indeed the training 

ground of all kinds of relationships. We cultivate our heart through relating to 

grandparents, uncles and aunts, cousins, in-laws, nieces and nephews, grandchildren. 

Extended family relationships develop our attitude toward the rest of humankind. We 

learn respect, loyalty, cooperation and compassion. Thus we can exhibit altruistic, 

unselfish love toward all members of the human family. We should feel that other 

people of all age groups are the extension of our family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



 

 

 

 

The family sets the cornerstone on the road to world peace. The family also can destroy 

that road. The family of true love becomes the foundation for creating a society, nation, 

and world centered on true love. —Sun Myung Moon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Reverend Moon has said: The way to heaven is to broaden the scope of our love by 

loving the people in our homes, by loving our neighbors, by loving our friends, relatives, 

clans, nations, and the whole population of the world. God would delight in living in the 

home where that kind of love is lived. But He would want to expand that home to 

ever-broader levels until the whole of mankind could become one huge family under 

God as our Parent.23 EFTL 

 

 

 

 

 

An ideal world presupposes ideal families and mature individuals. An ideal family 

requires the harmony of ideal parents, ideal husband and wife, and ideal sons and 

daughters in true love. An individual can be called mature when his or her mind and 

body function in harmony through true love. When people at that level of maturity 

practice goodness and righteousness in their family, they create the foundation for true 

love. When they practice it in society, which is the extension of the family, they build the 

world of supreme love, the world that operates in accordance with the Way of Heaven. 

This indeed is the ideal world.  TF WS 

 

“Love begins at home”- Mother Teresa 

 

 

 

If you want to change the world, go home and love your family- Mother Teresa 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have lived my life without ever letting go of that hope and always  kept alive the dream 

of peace. What I want is to wipe away completely the walls and fences that divide the 

world in myriad ways and to create a world of unity. I want to tear down the walls 

between religions and between races and fill in the gap between the rich and the poor. 

Once this is done, we can reestablish the world of peace that God created in the 

beginning. I am talking about a world where no one goes hungry and no one sheds tears. 

To heal a world where there is no hope, and which is lacking in love, we need to go back 

to the pure hearts that we had as children...to the principles of peace and the breath of 

love that we learned as we were being carried on our father’s backs APLGC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Another reason the family is important is that it expands to become the world. A true 

family is the basis for forming a true society, true nation, and true world. It is the 

starting point of world of peace that is God’s kingdom...The family protects its members 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 



in its embrace, but its function is not to prevent love from getting out. In fact, the love in 

the family should overflow into the surrounding community.” APLGC 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Almost everyone has some mental and emotional scars left over from a childhood spent 

under the auspices of highly imperfect parents who simply could not love enough 

beyond their own preoccupations with self to optimally raise their children EFTL 

 

 

 

 

 Science and technology 

can be used for good—for the improvement of human life—when they are utilized by 

good people. TF WS 

 

 

Sources 

1- Educating for True Love (International Educational Foundation) 

2- World Scriptures (Universal Peace Federation) 

3- My Journey In Life- A Student Textbook for Character Education (Joon Ho Seuk) 

4- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen (the Autobiography of Rev. Sun Myung Moon) 

 


