
 

How can I be successful in my life? 
It is difficult to find young people today who are passionate about their lives. We 

find so many young people who, with no goal or purpose for their life, are just 

wandering around. Many young people today seem to be studying just for its own sake.1 

A materialist view of work focuses on providing for survival, getting practical 

things done, making money.2 Money is a means to do something, not the goal. Even if 

we rise to a position higher than others, the honor is only temporary. Even if we gather 

more possessions than others, we must leave them all behind at the gates of death. 

Money, honor, knowledge, the possessions and social position you have accumulated 

during your life will pass away from you.1  
No amount of money can make up for meaningless work—work a person does not 

take pride in, that benefits no one, fruitless or undirected.2 Helping others is a 

fundamental human need; it brings its own inner sense of satisfaction. A person’s sense 

of value comes from benefiting the public good. As Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “When 

you cease to make a contribution you begin to die.”3 Non-monetary returns on the work 

people invest themselves in are really the most important-- feeling needed, appreciated, 

valued, and that one’s labors serve an important purpose.2  
 People are endowed with gifts and talents. It is up to each individual how they 

use these gifts and talents. When it is directed toward others for their benefit, it bears 

the greatest result. Work is the everyday way we manifest our creativity in service to 

family, community, the nation, the earth or greater humanity.  A more complete view 

sees work as transforming, serving, contributing, creating-- and its ultimate goal is to 

glorify God and to help His beloved other children. “Work is your love made visible,” 

says poet Kahlil Gibran.2 The Bible states: “Each one should use whatever gift he has 

received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 

Peter 4:10).  

Reverend Moon shares in his autobiography: “Please consider for a moment 

what you can do to show that you lived a life of value. In the moment that a person has 

lived out his life and his body is laid to rest, all wealth and glory become nothing more 

than a bubble and disappear at once. Only the years that he lived for the public good 

will remain and be remembered by posterity. The success or failure of our lives 

depends on how much love we are able to pack into those years that are given to us.  

Before unconditionally focusing entirely on studies, young people must make a 

determination to use their talents to help the world rather than just serve themselves. 

Your goals should be about where your talents can have the most impact. So you 

should think of the world as your stage as you decide what you want to do in life. If 

you do, you will likely find many more things to do than what you were originally 

dreaming about. 

 



 

If you are going to be a farmer, then you should set your objective to test new 

agricultural methods, develop better species of crops, and help eradicate world 

hunger. If you are going to be a soccer player, then set a meaningful objective such as 

to establish soccer camps that will nurture the dreams of economically deprived 

children. A true global leader is someone who is able to embrace the world in his own 

bosom [and] consider all humanity to be his brothers and sisters. 

We were all created to be great men and women. God did not send us into this 

world without purpose. When God created us He invested His complete love into each 

person. So we were all created for greatness. Because God exists, we can accomplish 

anything. I hope to see more political leaders who will lead the United Nations to fulfill 

its purpose and more diplomatic leaders who will stop the fighting in areas of conflict. 

I hope to see someone like Mother Teresa who will take care of those wandering and 

dying on the streets. I hope to see peace leaders who will take on my mission of 

pioneering new solutions from the land and sea. The starting point is to have a dream 

and a goal. Please have an adventurous and pioneering spirit. Dream dreams that 

others dare not imagine. Set goals for yourselves that have meaning, and become 

global leaders who will bring benefit to humankind. You have only one life to live, so 

use it to do something that the world needs.”1 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #13 

Success is measured by how much I am able to 

contribute to the betterment of the world. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: 

1) Open sharing 

2) Have you ever had an experience of this Principle in your life? Please share freely. 

 

Envisioning the week: How do you hope to see yourself in your attitude/thoughts/actions in 

this next week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources 
1- As A Peace Loving Global Citizen- Reverend Moon’s Autobiography 
2- Educating for True Love (International Education Foundation) 
3- Cultivating Heart and Character (International Education Foundation) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is difficult to find young people today who are passionate about their lives. We 

find so many young people who, with no goal or purpose for their life, are just 

wandering around. 

Before unconditionally focusing entirely on studies, young people must make a 

determination to use their talents to help the world rather than just serve themselves. 

Many young people today seem to be studying just for its own sake. Unless you have a 

purpose in life, your studies will lack the passion needed for happiness.  

Also, do not define your life goal in terms of how much money you want to make. 

Money is a means to do something, not the goal. If a person’s goal in life is to graduate 

from a university, get a job with a company that will pay him a high salary, and lead a 

secure life, then that person will have the success of a puppy. But if he dedicates his life 

to helping refugees in Africa, he will have the success of a lion. The course that is chosen 

depends on the heart of the individual. 

Please consider for a moment what you can do to show that you lived a life of 

value. Even if we rise to a position higher than others, the honor is only temporary. Even 

if we gather more possessions than others, we must leave them all behind at the gates of 
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death. Money, honor, and knowledge all flow away from us in time, and all disappear 

with the passing years. The possessions and social position you have accumulated 

during your life will pass away from you. 

The success or failure of our lives depends on how much love we are able to pack 

into those eighty years that are given to us. We receive our lives in love, live by sharing 

love, and return into the midst of love. It is important that we live our lives in a way that 

we can leave a legacy of love behind us. 

Your goals should be about where your talents can have the most impact. So you 

should think of the world as your stage as you decide what you want to do in life. If you 

do, you will likely find many more things to do than what you were originally dreaming 

about. You have only one life to live, so use it to do something that the world needs.  

 

People are endowed with gifts and talents—inner resources. It is up to each 

individual how they use these gifts and talents. When it is directed toward others for 

their benefit, it bears the greatest results. (EFTL) 

 

 A true global leader is someone who is able to embrace the world in his own 

bosom. A person who has no interest in the problems of the world cannot become a 

global leader. To become a global leader a person must consider the whole world to be 

his country and all humanity to be his brothers and sisters 

 

Helping others is a fundamental human need; it brings its own inner sense of 

satisfaction. In general, a person's sense of value is derived not only from a sense of 

personal integrity and the affection of loved ones, but also from having "objective 

worth," a value that comes from benefiting the public good.2 As Eleanor Roosevelt once 

said of citizenship, "When you cease to make a contribution, you begin to die." CHAC 

“Work is your love made visible,” says the poet Kahlil Gibran. Work is the 

everyday way we manifest our creativity and express our loving dominion in service to 

family, community, the nation, the earth, or greater humanity. Work is a most ordinary 

and basic act of self-giving. A materialist view of work focuses on providing for survival, 

getting practical things done, making money. A more complete view sees human work as 

a reflection of divine activity—transforming, serving, contributing, creating—and its 

ultimate goal is to glorify God and to help His beloved other children. In constructive 

human labors, God is working through His children to complete and embellish His act 

of Creation.15 Thus, the Hindu proverb, “Work is worship,” may be understood.16 

Another internal reward of work—perhaps the greatest one— is the gratitude of 

those for whom the work is performed. To know that one’s efforts have enhanced other 

people’s lives is tremendously gratifying 
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These are the non-monetary returns on the work people invest themselves in—yet 

they are really the most important. Without these kinds of intangible rewards, work 

becomes meaningless. No amount of money can make up for meaningless work—work a 

person does not take pride in, that benefits no one, that is unappreciated or 

unnecessary, fruitless or undirected. Much of “job satisfaction” depends upon just such 

intangibles as feeling needed, appreciated, valued, and that one’s labors serve an 

important purpose. 

 

We were all created to be great men and women. God did not send us into this 

world without purpose. When God created us He invested His complete love into each 

person. So we were all created for greatness. Because God exists, we can accomplish 

anything.  

I hope to see more political leaders who will lead the United Nations to fulfill its 

purpose and more diplomatic leaders who will stop the fighting in areas of conflict. I 

hope to see someone like Mother Teresa who will take care of those wandering and 

dying on the streets. I hope to see peace leaders who will take on my mission of 

pioneering new solutions from the land and sea. The starting point is to have a dream 

and a goal. Please have an adventurous and pioneering spirit. Dream dreams that others 

dare not imagine. Set goals for yourselves that have meaning, and become global leaders 

who will bring benefit to humankind. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #13 

Success is not measured by your position or 

salary but by the impact you can make on the 

world. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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When each person realizes his potential - spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially, 

and physically- it will be possible to create a rich culture and a comfortable living 

environment for all people. Through our chosen profession and career, motivated by our 

heart and conscience, we should use our knowledge and skills to enhance our society 

and the environment, improving the quality of life for all.  

 

CHAC 

Helping others is a fundamental human need; it brings its own inner sense of 

satisfaction. In general, a person's sense of value is derived not only from a sense of 

personal integrity and the affection of loved ones, but also from having "objective 

worth," a value that comes from benefiting the public good.2 As Eleanor Roosevelt once 

said of citizenship, "When you cease to make a contribution, you begin to die." 
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Most often, people give to society through their work. Employing their labor, 

intelligence and artistry, they produce products and provide services that benefit the 

communities in which they live. Their industry and creativity both enriches them and 

adds to the general prosperity. Individuals also make meaningful social contributions 

through hobbies and interests outside of their employment: leading a scouting troop, 

organizing a community picnic, planting flowers in the park, helping a destitute 

stranger, or just being a good neighbor. Simply cleaning up a trash-strewn yard is the 

sort of small effort, multiplied many times over, that helps care for the environment and 

improves the appearance of a neighborhood.  

 

 

It is difficult to find young people today who are passionate about their lives. We 

find so many young people who, with no goal or purpose for their life, are just 

wandering around. We were all created to be great men and women. God did not send 

us into this world without purpose. When God created us He invested His complete love 

into each person. So we were all created for greatness. Because God exists, we can 

accomplish anything.  

Few students go to school because they like to study. They usually go because 

their parents tell them to, not because they look forward to studying. Parents tell them, 

“You have to study. Please make up your mind to study,” and put pressure on them. 

Parents do this because they know that children need to study in order to prepare for the 

future.  

There is, however, something more important than studying to prepare for the 

future. Before unconditionally focusing entirely on studies, young people must make a 

determination to use their talents to help the world rather than just serve themselves. 

Many young people today seem to be studying just for its own sake. Unless you have a 

purpose in life, your studies will lack the passion needed for happiness.  

Once I came across a Korean student working hard on his English schoolwork. I 

asked him, “Why are you working so hard to learn English?” He answered, “To get into a 

university.” What could be more foolish? Getting into a university is not a purpose. A 

university is a place to go to study particular subjects in the course of pursuing a larger 

objective. It cannot be the objective itself. 

Also, do not define your life goal in terms of how much money you want to make. 

I have never received a salary, but I managed to eat and stay alive. Money is a means to 

do something, not the goal. Before you make money, have a plan for spending it. Money 

gained without a prior objective will soon be wasted.  

Your choice of occupation should not be based on just your talents and interests. 

Whether you become a fire fighter, a farmer, or a soccer player is up to you. But what I 
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am referring to transcends your occupation. What kind of life will you lead as a soccer 

player? How will you live as a farmer? What is your objective in life?  

To set your objective is to give meaning to the life you will lead. If you are going 

to be a farmer, then you should set your objective to test new agricultural methods, 

develop better species of crops, and help eradicate world hunger. If you are going to be a 

soccer player, then set a meaningful objective such as to heighten your country’s image 

in the world or to establish soccer camps that will nurture the dreams of economically 

deprived children.  

To become a world-class soccer player takes incredible work. If you do not have a 

definite purpose in your heart, you will not be able to endure the difficult training 

required to reach the top. Only if you have an objective will you have the power to 

maintain your course and live a life that is a cut above those around you. 

 

 Your goals should be about where your talents can have the most impact. So you 

should think of the world as your stage as you decide what you want to do in life. If you 

do, you will likely find many more things to do than what you were originally dreaming 

about. You have only one life to live, so use it to do something that the world needs. You 

cannot reach the hidden treasure on an island without adventure. Please think beyond 

your own country, and think of the world as your stage in setting your goal. The frog that 

lives at the bottom of a well does not realize that there is a bigger world outside the well. 

 

 A true global leader is someone who is able to embrace the world in his own 

bosom. A person who has no interest in the problems of the world cannot become a 

global leader, no matter how well he might communicate in English. To be a global 

leader a person must think of the world’s problems as his own and have the pioneering 

spirit that is needed for finding difficult solutions. A person who is attached to a secure 

and fixed income, or dreams of having a pension after retirement and a comfortable 

family life, cannot be a global leader. To become a global leader a person must consider 

the whole world to be his country and all humanity to be his brothers and sisters and not 

be overly concerned that he does not know what the future may hold for him. 

 If a person’s goal in life is to graduate from a university, get a job with a company 

that will pay him a high salary, and lead a secure life, then that person will have the 

success of a puppy. But if he dedicates his life to helping refugees in Africa, he will have 

the success of a lion. The course that is chosen depends on the heart of the individual. 

 

A true life is a life in which we abandon our private desires and live for the public 

good. This is a truth taught by all major religious leaders past and present, East and 

West, whether it be Jesus, Buddha, or the Prophet Mohammed. It is a truth that is so 

widely known that, sadly, it seems to have been devalued. The passage of time or 
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changes in the world cannot diminish the value of this truth. This is because the essence 

of human life never changes, even in the midst of rapid change all around the world.  

In the moment that a person has lived out his life and his body is laid to rest in 

the ground, all wealth and glory become nothing more than a bubble and disappear at 

once. Only the seven years that he lived for the public good will remain and be 

remembered by posterity. Those seven years are the trace that is left in the world of a life 

that lasted eighty years. 

 

Even if we rise to a position higher than others, the honor is only temporary. 

Even if we gather more possessions than others, we must leave them all behind at the 

gates of death. Money, honor, and knowledge all flow away from us in time, and all 

disappear with the passing years.  

 

Do not live for yourself. You must live not for yourself but for others; not for your family 

but for your neighbors; not for your own country but for the world.  

 

When a person dies, only his legacy remains. Please consider for a moment what you 

can do to show that you lived a life of value. The possessions and social position you 

have accumulated during your life will pass away from you. Once you cross the river of 

death, such things will have no meaning. Because we were born in love and lived our 

lives in love, love is also the only thing that remains with us when we are in our graves. 

We receive our lives in love, live by sharing love, and return into the midst of love. It is 

important that we live our lives in a way that we can leave a legacy of love behind us. 

 

 

The world is like a living organism in that it is always changing. New problems 

are always arising. I go to the dark corners of the world where these problems exist. 

These are not the places with beautiful views or comfortable amenities, but I feel happy 

in places that are dark, difficult, and lonely because that is where I’m fulfilling my 

mission, my purpose, my goals. 

I hope to see more political leaders who will lead the United Nations to fulfill its 

purpose and more diplomatic leaders who will stop the fighting in areas of conflict. I 

hope to see someone like Mother Teresa who will take care of those wandering and 

dying on the streets. I hope to see peace leaders who will take on my mission of 

pioneering new solutions from the land and sea. The starting point is to have a dream 

and a goal. Please have an adventurous and pioneering spirit. Dream dreams that others 

dare not imagine. Set goals for yourselves that have meaning, and become global leaders 

who will bring benefit to humankind. 
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I became a completely different person when I began to love God. I loved 

humanity more than myself and was more concerned with the problems of others than 

the problems of my family. I loved everything that God created. I deeply loved the trees 

on the hills and the fish in the waters. My spiritual senses developed so I could discern 

God’s handiwork in all things of creation. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 Principle #13 

A truly fulfilling life is living for the sake of the 

world instead of my own success. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autobiography 

 

Today people can expect to live about eighty years. Eighty years of joy, anger, sorrow, 

happiness, and all the other emotions mixed together may seem like a long time. But if 
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we take away the private time that a person spends sleeping, working, and eating, and 

then the time we spend talking, laughing, and having fun with family members and 

friends, attending weddings and funerals, and time spent lying sick in bed, only about 

seven years will remain. A person may live eighty years but only spend about seven years 

living for the public good. 

 

  

 

Everything in the world will eventually pass. The parents we love, the husband or wife 

we love, and the children we love will all pass away. All that remains with us at the end 

of our lives is death.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nd selfish, we will have few friends and will corrupt those we meet. Our third goal in life 

is to find a profession and career through which we express our creativity, support our 

family and contribute something of value to our community and society. We love to 

experience the beauty of nature. We also seek to utilize the material resources of our 

world to create and play musical instruments, to sculpt, to paint, to design, and to build 

things. Creating gives us joy, because it gives expression to our character and dreams. 

We also hope that whot we create will please others. Nearly every artist looks forward to 

the day when he can hold an exhibition of his work and have it appreciated by others. 

People want to find fulfillment through their work, be it as a teacher, factory worker, 

farmer or businessman. They want to experience creating something that is good and is 

valued by others. In the end all of this is an expression of love. Those who do not have 

love at the center of their life, but rather resentment, envy or hatred, enjoy destroying 

things rather than creating -- committing acts of vandalism, for example. Because they 

do not love and respect the natural world, they pollute it and senselessly damage it. Such 

people, if they are in business, tend to be motivated solely by the desire for profit rather 

than the desire to produce high-quality goods.  MJIL 

 

“Work is your love made visible,” says the poet Kahlil Gibran. Work is the everyday way 

we manifest our creativity and express our loving dominion in service to family, 
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community, the nation, the earth, or greater humanity. Work is a most ordinary and 

basic act of self-giving. A materialist view of work focuses on providing for survival, 

getting practical things done, making money. A more complete view sees human work as 

a reflection of divine activity—transforming, serving, contributing, creating—and its 

ultimate goal is to glorify God and to help His beloved other children. In constructive 

human labors, God is working through His children to complete and embellish His act 

of Creation.15 Thus, the Hindu proverb, “Work is worship,” may be understood.16 

 

Another internal reward of work—perhaps the greatest one— is the gratitude of those for 

whom the work is performed. To know that one’s efforts have enhanced other people’s 

lives is tremendously gratifying 

 

These are the non-monetary returns on the work people invest themselves in—yet they 

are really the most important. Without these kinds of intangible rewards, work becomes 

meaningless. No amount of money can make up for meaningless work—work a person 

does not take pride in, that benefits no one, that is unappreciated or unnecessary, 

fruitless or undirected. Much of “job satisfaction” depends upon just such intangibles as 

feeling needed, appreciated, valued, and that one’s labors serve an important purpose.  

 

Natural resources sustain us, so that we may live and love. As such, we are totally 

indebted to the natural world. The natural world gave rise to us and keeps us alive every 

minute. “The universe made you by donating itself,” says Reverend Moon.3 In relation 

to the natural world, every person is a debtor, whose awe and gratitude should inspire 

the desire to care for, love, nurture, and use the many precious gifts we have been given 

well. Further, people are endowed with gifts and talents—inner resources. It is up to 

each individual how they use these gifts and talents. Creativity may be directed toward 

the self or it may be directed outward—toward others—in true love. When it is directed 

toward others for their benefit, it bears the greatest results. (EFTL) 

 

Human creativity applied to the world is part of the original intention of creation 

expressed in the third life purpose or Blessing. Genesis depicts God bequeathing the 

world to the first man and woman, granting the gift of dominion “over the fish of the sea 

and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground”(Genesis 1.28). The world thus bequeathed includes the natural world and its 

resources, and the talents vested in humankind to produce the world of work, art, and 

culture. 

 

Human beings resemble their Creator in that they are irrepressibly creative. The sixth 

grader who embellishes his book report with suggestions for an alternate ending, the 
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manager who creates a new position for her bored but invaluable employee, the 

grandfather who labors to get his rose bushes to climb the trellis, all exhibit this 

pervasive quality. The tendency to experiment and innovate in everything from cooking 

to communication, from gadgets to governments, can be seen in people everywhere and 

in all times. Though the higher animals have been known to display some aspects of 

creativity, no creature can rival that of humanity—the children of the ultimate Creator 

(EFTL) 

 

The arts, culture, the world of work and production—the entire world waits for and 

flourishes only through true love. Anything made with anything else, even if it prospers 

for a time, will eventually fade away. Anything that lasts does so because it has elements 

of true love in it. 

 

Further, people are endowed with gifts and talents—inner resources. It is up to each 

individual how they use these gifts and talents. Creativity may be directed toward the 

self or it may be directed outward—toward others—in true love. When it is directed 

toward others for their benefit, it bears the greatest results. 
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